Mikal Brown
attends All
Saints Catholic
School in New
Orleans, where
she is on the
cheerleading
squad. Mikal,
who has been on
the principal’s
honor roll all
year, hopes to continue her education
and become a successful judge or
doctor one day.

At his grade school, Jeremiah
Ballard of Minneapolis was
punched and beaten up by other
students. His mother, Mary
Ballard, worried that he was
turning from an enthusiastic boy
into a “moping, sad little one with
no sparkle in his eyes.”

“l hated being poor and having no choice about what
kind of environment my child endured,” she writes.

After the family was awarded a scholarship from
KidsFirst (the CSF partner in Minneapolis), Jeremiah
transferred to Pope John Paul Il school, where he’s
now in 7" grade. Not only did he feel safer, he began
to improve academically too.

“l was thrilled,” Ms. Ballard says. “He developed
confidence and the ability to do his school work.

Without you, | don’t know how my kids would have made
it. Thank you KidsFirst!”




children’s safety.

As she writes, “Just as |
was about to lose hope,
along came the blessing | had been praying for—
the Children’s Scholarship Fund.”

After searching for a private school, Lynn, a social
worker who attends New York Technical College
at night, found Saint Rita’s School in Brooklyn.

“Mr. Geasor, the principal, was made aware of my
children’s social issues and the fact that Lennell is
asthmatic, and he was still willing to work with
me and my children,” Ms. Carr said.

“Latetha and Lennell’s grades, their desire to learn
and willingness to work have improved greatly,”
Lynn writes. “We are a much happier family and
filled with hope for great things in our future.”

when school administrators told her that

her son Lennell needed to be placed in
Special Ed. and should be put on Ritalin. Her
daughter, Latetha, was being teased and bullied,
and both children dreaded going to school each
day. Lynn was frustrated with the school aca-
demically, but she was also worried about her

L ynn Carr decided she had to take action

“Just as | was about
to lose hope, along
came the blessing |

had been praying
for - the Children’s
Scholarship Fund.”

“We are...filled with
hope for great things
In our future.”




